Primary benign intramural ventricular tumors in children: pre- and postoperative electrocardiographic, echocardiographic, and angiocardiographic evaluation.
The clinical, ECG, echocardiographic, and angiographic data, as well as the operative findings and postoperative courses of three children with intramural ventricular tumors are presented. In all three children, the specific diagnosis of intramural tumor was unsuspected. The ECGs showed a superior axis in all patients. M-mode echocardiography missed the mass in one patient and was nonspecific in the other two; however, two-dimensional echo (2DE) was able to accurately delineate the tumors preoperatively in all three. Angiographic findings were nonspecific, only demonstrating the presence of space-occupying lesions. All three patients underwent surgery and the tumors were removed successfully. This investigation emphasizes the clinical picture that led to the diagnostic evaluations, and demonstrates the usefulness of 2DE in accurately diagnosing the intramural ventricular tumors. In addition, the sequential ECGs and 2DEs after removal of the tumors are delineated as well as showing the resolution of the tumor craters by 2DE examinations.